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CENTRE FOR GRADUATE STUDIES

THESIS EXAMINER’S REPORT

	To be completed by the Examiner

	Name of Candidate
	

	Faculty
	

	Matric Number
	
	Programme
	

	Thesis Title
	

	Name of Examiner
	



The Thesis Examiner’s Report Form consists of FOUR (4) parts:
· PART A - THESIS REPORT
· PART B - UNGUIDED REPORT
· PART C - OTHER COMMENTS
· PART D - RECOMMENDATIONS
Examiners are required to submit their reports using the Thesis Examiner’s Report Form.
Examiners have the choice of submitting, either a:
· GUIDED FORMAT: By filling in parts A, B, C and D. Part B can contain only a brief written report highlighting the main strengths and weaknesses of the thesis; OR
· UNGUIDED FORMAT: By filling in Parts B, C and D only. Part B must contain a full report detailing the strengths and weaknesses of the thesis according to each section and sub-section in the thesis. Examiners are required to draw the Thesis Examination Panel’s attention to specific points that may require elaborations and clarifications during the viva.





PART A
OVERALL STYLE AND ORGANIZATION
Please indicate your response by circling the most appropriate number. Please state not relevant, where appropriate.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Poor
	Slightly
	Reasonable
	Adequate
	Clear



	Aspect of Thesis Assessment
	Score

	A. Robustness of thesis

	Title of Thesis (PLO1)
· Reflects the content of the thesis
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Abstract (PLO1)
· Describes research, context, approach, process and conclusion
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Results & Discussion (PLO2 & PLO3)
· Accurately stated based on the data
· Appropriate choice of statistical analysis (where needed)
· Findings are tied to the research questions and theoretical foundations
· Rigorous discussion of the validity of the findings
· Critically analyses the topic
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Conclusion & Recommendation (PLO5)
· Significance of what was discovered, learned or created is demonstrated
· Recommends future work to address the gap(s) in the study 
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	References (PLO8)
· Relevant and up-to-date references
· Follows guidelines stipulated by the University
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	B.  Quality of thesis

	Depth of Overall Discussion (PLO2)
· Has knowledge in the field of study, the selected topic and research design
· Arguments both well supported and genuinely compared to conflicting explanation
· Shows connections and patterns that require intellectual creativity
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________



	Data Analysis & Interpretation (PLO7)
· Fully exploits the richness of the data or evidence or ideas and is sufficiently convincing 
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Writing Style & Grammar (PLO6)
· Tone is professional
· Vocabulary is mature
· Scholarly style and format are accurately used
· No typos, grammatical or spelling errors
· No revision or changes; acceptable as it is
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Continuity and Organisational Flow of Thesis (PLO6)
· Well-structured and smooth flow 
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	C.  Originality and scholarly discourse

	Scholarly Content (PLO1)
· Demonstrates broad awareness of appropriate scholarship
· Situates own work thin the appropriate scholarship
· Makes contribution to the field, or identifies a new direction for investigation
· Novel/original ideas (for Doctoral degree students only)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Contribution to Academic Research (PLO2)
· Theoretical
· Methodological
· Practical
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Significance to Body of Knowledge (PLO2)
· Is of major importance and specifically related to the field of study
· Demonstrates high level of innovative thinking
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	Potential for Publication/Commercialisation (PLO8)
· The research work has the potential to be published
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

	D. Sustainable Development Goal’s Contribution

	Sustainable Development Goal’s Contribution (PLO1)
· No clear alignment with any SDG
· Minimal and indirect relevance to SDGs
· Moderate alignment with one or more SDGs, some relevance discussed
· Clear alignment with at least one SDG, explicitly discussed and justified
· Strong alignment with multiple SDGs with clear societal/research impact shown
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Comments:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________




PART B
MAJOR REVISIONS REQUIRED (IF ANY)
Please use additional paper, if required.
	
























PART C
OTHER COMMENTS (Example: Suitability for publication and award, etc.  if any)
Please use additional paper, if required.
	







PART D
RECOMMENDATION
Please indicate your summary recommendation by placing a tick þ against the appropriate paragraph.
	Summary Recommendation

	1.
	The candidate is awarded a PhD/Masters Degree.
	¨

	2.
	The candidate is awarded a PhD/Masters Degree subject to changes/corrections to the thesis as listed in the Board of Examiners report.
(Minor modification is given maximum 2 months after the viva voce)
	¨

	3.
	The candidate is awarded a PhD/Masters Degree subject to changes/corrections to the thesis as listed in the Board of Examiners report.
(Major modification is given maximum 6 months after the viva voce)
	¨

	4.
	The candidate is allowed to resubmit the thesis after the candidate has made changes/corrections to the thesis as listed in the Board of Examiners report. The candidate maybe required to attend another viva voce.
(Resubmission is given maximum 12 months after the viva voce)
	¨

	5.
	The candidate is not eligible to be awarded a PhD/Masters Degree and is not allowed to resubmit the thesis for examination.
	¨



Stamp & sign: __________________________________               Date: ______________________
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